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To create a space for independent filmmakers to express 
themselves, free from the censorship of mainstream media. 
The Humboldt International Film Festival is particularly 
aware of the power of short, independent film, and we seek 
those which inspire social and environmental change.

OUR MISSION

FOLLOW US AND KEEP UP-TO-DATE 
WITH ALL THINGS HUMBOLDT INT’L 
FILM FESTIVAL. 

Humboldt International Film Festival

@hsufilmfest

@humbltfilmfest

Big shoutout to the Spring Film 260 students for 
helping design this years Program. 
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A Message From the Co-Directors
First off, WOW! We cannot believe the Film Festival is here. We 
started planning this last August and at that point we were 
focused on putting together a Virtual Film Festival with the 
uncertainty of what was to come with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, as the year went on there were glimmers of hope that 
gave light to the possibility of a limited face to face showing of 
some of the finalist films at the historic Minor Theatre. While that 
was a possibility that was on the horizon there was still the task 
at hand of screening all of 182 entries, we received this year 
from countries all around the world. We received films from 
South Korea, Iran, Myanmar, Egypt, Russia, Germany, France, 
Kazakhstan, Italy, Australia, to name a few. While it is always a 
difficult task to narrow them down to the finalist that would 
appear in Film Festival, we were blown away by the quality of 
films that were submitted this year. Also, a big shoutout to the 
Film 260 Film Festival students in both the Fall and Spring that 
helped screen each of the films. We could not have done it with-
out you! 

So, after many, many Zoom meetings and hours of planning, 
organizing, and collaborating we are finally ready to show our 
community, the filmmakers, our supporters all the hard work we 
put into this year’s Fest. We hope the films that you see over the 
next week will bring you joy, open your eyes, give you perspec-
tive, and perhaps open your mind to what’s going on in the world 
that surrounds us. In the words of Mohsen Makhmalbaf, “We can 
love each other more through/of cinema.” These resonate what 
the Humboldt Int’l Film Festival stands for and will continue to 
carry forward for years to come. 

Thank you all for the support this year, being patient as we built 
out this year’s fest and we hope it’s one of the best ones yet. 
Enjoy Fest week and happy viewing! 

-Kylie Holub and Matt Brown, Co-Directors of the 54th Humboldt 
Int’l Film Festival.
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A moment to say thank you...
The Co-Directors and Faculty Advisor of the 54th Humboldt Int’l Film 
Festival wanted to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of the people, 
organizations that made this year possible. Through your support and 
efforts this year’s fest is incredibly special.

Dr. Jason Meriwether

Dean Dr. Eboni Ford Turnbow

Dr. Tom Jackson 

Kevin Furtado 

Margueritte Powers

FILM 260 Students

HSU TFD Department

Susan Abbey

Ann Alter

David Scheerer

Dave Jannetta

Montel VanderHorck III

Debra Ryerson

Brec Ronis

Jyll Jackson

Sandy Wieckowski

Sandra Harpe

Travis Williams

Gina Yap

Peter Blickensderfer

Kat Lundahl

Norbert Rodriguez

Pablo Koontz & his family

Maria Matteoli & the Matteoli 
family

Cassandra Hesseltine

Humboldt-Del Norte Film Com-
mission

Josh Neff, and The Minor Theatre 
Staff

Our Judges:

Mo-Desir Harper

Isley Reust

Woodrow Hunt



6



7



8
https://www.isleyreust.com/
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FILM FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
SHOWINGS AT THE HISTORIC MINOR THEATRE - ARCATA, 
CA*

MONDAY, APRIL 19TH @ 5:30PM: SPOTLIGHT 
FINALIST FILM NIGHT: IN SOLIDARITY WITH BLACK LIVES 
MATTERS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENT AND 
SELF-CARE AND WELLNESS DURING COVID 

TUESDAY, APRIL 20TH @ 5:30PM: DOCUMENTARY FINALIST 
FILM NIGHT

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21ST @5:30PM: BEST OF FEST 

THURSDAY, APRIL 22ND @5:30PM: BEST OF FEST ENCORE 

*Doors open at 5pm and festival programming will begin at 
5:30pm. 

Virtual Film Festival Schedule
AVAILABLE APRIL 19TH - APRIL 25TH 

SPOTLIGHT FILMS: IN SOLIDARITY WITH BLACK LIVES 
MATTER & SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES

SPOTLIGHT FILMS: SELF-CARE AND WELLNESS DURING 
COVID 

ANIMATION

EXPERIMENTAL 

NARRATIVE 

DOCUMENTARY 

BEST OF FEST*
*Best of Fest will be available starting on Wednesday April 21st. 
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DOCUMENTARY 
FINALIST
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LION ON THE MAT

A Vietnamese-American single 
mother pours herself into martial 
arts as a way to overcome past 
trauma. 

Director: Asali Echols 

United States

A LITTLE PATCH OF EARTH

As the focus of early childhood 
education in American becomes 
more centered around academic 
achievement, Sally Swiatek is 
trying to preserve the one thing 
that allows children to develop 
holistically: play. 

Director: Celine Fracois

United States
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HOPE IS NOT CANCELLED 

A documentary short highlighting the mural renaissance in Seattle, 
WA in wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Director: Jordan Somers 

United States

SPEAR AVENUE

When the slaying of a Black 
university student sparks unrest 
in Humboldt County, California, 
community members question 
police procedures during the 
ongoing criminal investigation. 

Director: Isaiah Alexander

United States
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FROM TRASH TO TREASURE: TURNING NEGATIVE INTO 
POSITIVES

From erosion to overgrazing to enduring poverty, the people of 
Lesotho – a highland country surrounded by South Africa – face a 
variety of difficult challenges. Yet grassroots communities in the 
country also exhibit tremendous resourcefulness and creativity. IN 
particular, a wealth of artist have mastered a talent for resurrec-
tion, developing the skill to creatively turn negatives into positives. 
Designers who tun discarded trash into beautiful jewelry, clothes, 
rugs. Filmmakers who turn tragedy into artistic expressions of 
resilience and compassion. Musicians who write songs to save the 
environment. 

Director: Iara Lee 

United States



NARRATIVE
FINALIST
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AVA’S SILENCE

A young girl called Ava has to 
work in her father’s auto shop as 
a mechanic because of her 
father’s illness. Ava is looking 
forward to her brother returning 
from military service in a border 
area whereupon his return she 
can get married to Abbas. 

Director: Seyed GholamReza 
Nematpour

Iran

THE RECESS

Sahar is a 17-year-old student 
who is determined to skip 
high school during the recess 
to attend the football stadium 
to watch the football match 
between Esteghlal F.C. vs. 
Al-Ain as part of the AFC 
Champions League against 
the national ban on women to 
enter football stadiums in Iran. 

Director: Navid Nikkhah Azad 

Iran
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DANDELION

A young teenager struggles with 
his sexuality while seeking 
acceptance from his religious 
mother.

Director: Jae Staten 

United States

ALINA 

As Nazis separate children from 
their parents in the Warsaw 
Ghetto, a gang of women risks 
everything to smuggle their 
friend's three-month-old baby to 
safety. Inspired by true events.

Director: Rami Kodeih

United States



Director: Angela White

United States
19

GOD’S DAUGHTER DANCES

A transgender female dancer, Shin-mi, gets a call fom the Military 
Manpower Administration, to attend the Military Service Examination. 
Shin-mi, with everything in readiness, takes her steps to the Military 
Manpower Administration. 

Director: Sungbin BYUN

South Korea
HANDS UP

In the heart of the 1855 Antebellum 
South, slavery is the business that fuels 
the engine of America. After Jessie 
Calhoun, a young boy, witnesses the 
brutal punishment of a family member 
who decided to escape the plantation, the 
Calhoun family must make a critical 
decision, decide if they want to stay and 
continue to face the everyday tyranny, or 
risk their lives in hopes of finding a better 
tomorrow. However, in this warped reality, 
the Calhoun family legacy is unable to 
escape the oppression as through centu-
ries of time, the horrors experienced still 
haunt them. “Hands Up,” is a story of how 
the effects and trauma of slavery have 
impacted and infected America today. 



ANIMATION
FINALIST
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ARTICHOKE BOY

It’s a summer day, with bright sunshine and just a slight breeze. 
However, troubling thoughts about color, gender and sexuality 
distract a young artichoke as they sit alone on a swing, swaying 
back and forth. Thoughts, wants, and fears about their place in the 
world are explored as Artichoke Boy monologues throughout this 
summer day. 

Director: Phil E. Eichinger 

United States 
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KAPAEMAHU

Kapaemahu reveals the healing 
power of four mysterious stones 
on Waikiki Beach – and the 
legendary dual male and female 
spirits within them. 

Directors: Hinaleimoana 
Wong-Kalu, Dean Hamer, Joe 
Wilson

United States 

FIRST BORN

Determined to gain favor in 
his family’s eyes and match 
his sister’s status a boy must 
prove his worth and show his 
potential in an upcoming 
martial arts competition. 

Director: Justin Bruce Lee

United States 



EXPERIMENTAL
FINALIST

SO MANY IDEAS IMPOSSIBLE TO DO ALL

A year before her death, Barbara Hammer asked me to work 
on a project she’d envisioned based on her correspondence 
(1973-85) with Jane Brakhage. She also gave me outtakes 
from her 1974 film “Jane Brakhage” and told me to let the 
project take me wherever it led. What emerges is a portrait 
of Barbara as a brave and vibrant artist and a complex and 
nuanced long-distance friendship. 

Director: Mark Street & Barbara Hammer

United States
PARTS PER MILLION

Parts Per Million uses microscopic 
imagery to contemplate the effects 
of climate change from a hidden 
perspective. 

Director: Jesseca Ynez Simmons 

United States
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TRANS LIVES MATTER 2019

An experimental short film that 
highlights the trans and gender 
non-conforming lives lost to illegal 
violence in 2019. 

Director: Travis Svensson 

United States

AQUÍ

Aquí is an experimental 16mm 
short film exploring what home 
means to a multicultural young 
woman. 

Director: Melina Coumas

United States

LOVE A GOOD LIFE

Self-actualizing Monologue 

Director: Kellsie Domnitz 

United States
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PFACES

“Faces” is a piece about the 
universality of a personal tragedy. 
It is about the anxieties that we are 
all going through in these uncer-
tain times, and how escapism has 
become our saving grace. And 
how do we all escape? Through 
our dreams. 

Director: Charly Wenzel 

United States

THE PLEASURE OF KILLING 
BUGS

In the near future, the climate 
crisis reaches an irreversible point. 
A nun and a priest meet to talk 
about the disappearance of 
insects. 

Director: Leonardo Martinelli 

Brazil 
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Meet the 54th Humboldt Int’l Film Festival 
Faculty Advisor, Dr. Michelle Cartier

Michelle was recognized in 2006 at the Humboldt International Student Run 
Film Festival for her short experimental work Redemption: An Ode to Stanley 
Tookie Williams, receiving Honorable Mention in Documentary, and has, ever 
since, continued to strengthen the plurality of her personal and political stance 
as an artist. She is extremely thrilled to be charging this next year’s path with 
the current HIFF team, “we have A LOT of exciting things in the works!”  

As a filmmaker and media poet, her work consistently pushes the boundaries of 
the frame and is often best translated through interactive media performances.  
Characteristically including short original films, socio-political remixes of 
pop-culture, and live djing, Dr. M. Cartier’s theoretical focus un-works as a 
relentless invitation for her audience to coauthor an experience of authentic 
communication.  The technical style of her filmmaking is usually dense with an 
eccentric mix of 16mm Optical Printing, super-8 found footage, and multi-media 
digital remixes. Her publications, events, and films include: The Media Poet, a 
philosophical text on the contemporary responsibilities and ethics of a media 
culture, published in 2011 by Apropos Press. PUNISHMENT On Trial: Step 34, 
Reclaiming Human Rights, a multi-media event and speaker panel organized to 
address the complexities associated to the death penalty; and Identity and 
Orifices Part II, a collection of short experimental films on the incision of love 
and forgiveness.  Michelle has been a lecturer in the Department of Theatre, 
Film, and Dance at HSU since 2013.

This is Michelle’s first year as a faculty 
adviser for the fest. An alumni of 
Humboldt State University, having 
received her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Film, Dr. Michelle Cartier is an 
educator, poet, athlete and community 
activist whose philosophical research 
continues to examine ‘love’ as an 
ethics and responsibilities of a media 
culture.  She holds a PhD in Media 
and Communication from the 
European Graduate School where she 
worked closely with French 
Philosopher Jean-Luc Nancy, through 
an extensive study of his writings on 
Being Singular Plural, and under the 
mentorship of French filmmaker Claire 
Denis for her revered filmic style of 
non-verbal language in cinema.
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Meet the 54th Humboldt Int’l Film Festival 
Co-Directors

Matt is a Film major and an Ethics 
minor at Humboldt State University. 
During his time at HSU, Matt has 
directed, written, produced, and edited 
numerous narratives, documentaries, 
and experimental films. From an early 
age, he has been passionate about 
making films, and the historical, social, 
and cultural significance of cinema. 
He’s also passionate about bringing 
diversity and inclusivity to film, and 
making sure filmmakers' unique and 
diverse voices are being heard. He is 
so excited to be a co-director for the 
54th annual Humboldt International 
Film Festival.

MATT BROWN

Kylie has earned a degree in 
Business in New Hampshire and 
spent the last 10 years in the busi-
ness world but is now starting to 
pursue a degree in Film at Humboldt 
State University. “Life has been quite 
the journey and I had reached a point 
where I started reevaluating what I 
truly wanted out of life, where my 
passion was, and that led me here.” 
Kylie’s love for film has always been 
a part of her and believes it can be 
used as a powerful tool for change. 
She is thrilled to start her first year as 
the Co-Director of the 54th Humboldt 
International Film Festival and help 
grow its reach around the world.

KYLIE HOLUB





FILM FEST WEEK WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS

Monday, April 19th @ 11:15am PST: Introduction to Stop Motion 
Animation with Mo Harper-Desir!

Zoom registration link: https://hsu.link/ZTQ
Link to website: https://www.mohdcreates.com/  

Tuesday, April 20th Time: Judge Spotlight 

Come check out the works of our guest panel for the 54th Humboldt 
Int’l Film Festival. Visit the our website for more details. 

Wednesday @ 1:15pm: LA to Iceland; It’s a filmmaker’s Life-
STYLE with Isely Reust!

Zoom registration link: https://hsu.link/ZTM

Link to website: https://www.isleyreust.com/

Friday @ 3pm PST: ‘At Home’ Community & Art Panel with 
Melinda Stone and MORE

Zoom registration link: https://hsu.link/ZTA

Melinda Stone, PhD is an award-winning filmmaker who has produced 
over twenty films and numerous outdoor cinematic extravaganzas.

Friday @ 6pm PST: People’s Choice Award Encore and Virtual 
Q&A/Social Hour with Awarded Filmmakers and HIFF 54 Commu-
nity!

Zoom registration link: https://hsu.link/ZTd
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PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE AWARD 

54th Humboldt 
Int’l Film Festival

2021

Visit our website to pick your favorite films from the 54th 
Humboldt Int’l Film Festival. People’s Choice Awards will 

be announce on Friday April 23rd. 
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Want to help the Humboldt Int’l Film Festival 
and keep this historic event going strong for 
years to come? Scan the link below to 
donate to the festival now!  Your donation 
helps us award our filmmakers, future proof 
the festival, and much more. We couldn’t do 
it without the support of our community. 

Thank you for your donation and continued 
support! 

35



MÖRCH THE 
DIRECTOR SLUG

Yupoong Solid Cuff Beanie

Sizes - One Size

Get your limited edition Humboldt Int’l 
Film Festival Beanie and support the Fest 

at the same time! Scan the QR Code 
below. 


